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New Practices in Flexible Learning

Beyond Text: using your voice online

Audioblogs: technical guide

This guide includes detailed step-by-step instructions on how to set up and post to audioblogs.

Direct Phone Blogging

There may be other telephone blogging services, but these notes are based on the service provided by Audioblogger http://www.audioblogger.com/. Posting to an audioblog requires that you have already a standard blogging account. 

Setting up an account

1. Set up a standard blog account with a service such as Blogger ( http://www.blogger.com. This is a reasonably straightforward process, involving entering some registration details.

2. Set up a companion account with Audioblogger http://www.audioblogger.com/. This requires that you register a telephone number as your registration number, as well as a personal ID number.

Note: choosing a telephone number to register

· Audioblogger requires a number that has a valid US area code. In practice it doesn't matter what number you choose because you can call from any phone anywhere, but when you set up your account you must give Audioblogger a phone number with a specific format.

· The format is - XXX YYY ZZZZ
where XXX is a valid code in the US – eg, 215 for Philadelphia, 619 for San Diego. 
You can see a list of US area codes at http://www.cs.ucsd.edu/users/bsy/area.html.
· Once you have entered a valid US code Audioblogger will accept any numbers. 
But the number must have 10 digits in the XXX YYY ZZZZ format! 

Tip: If you cannot get it to accept a number, get a number of someone you know in the US and change it slightly – with their permission!

Posting via phone to Audioblogger 

1. Call this number: 0011 1 415 856 0205
Note: it's an international number.

2. Enter your primary telephone number when prompted.
This is the number you used to register with Audioblogger.

3. Enter your 4 digit ID then hit the hash/pound key.

4. Follow the prompts to record a post.

5. Make sure you select the hash/pound key when you finish your message.

6. Follow the prompts and review or post your message.

Editing the post

It is not necessary to edit a post but if you will probably want to add a title so you’ll need to know how to find and use the editing screen at Blogger(. 

1. Go to http://www.blogger.com/.

2. Log in with your username and password (Note: NOT your audioblogging telephone number).

3. Select your blog. This takes you to the Blogger( Dashboard or editing space.

4. Click the edit button for the most recent post (the one you just sent through via phone).

5. Add a title and any text you want to.

6. Publish post.

Phone blogging or via PC Recording (using a paid service)

1. Set up your blog using Blogger(, Movable Type(, Wordpress etc

2. Register and pay for the hosting service (eg: InstantAudio http://instantaudio.com/; Audioblog http://www.audioblog.com/)

3. These services allow you to record messages by phone or by recording directly to your PC. In both cases, some HTML code will be generated by the hosting service. This HTML code needs to be copied and pasted into the editing screen of your blog.
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Figure 1: A typical blog editing screen

4. After you have pasted the code into the editing screen of your blog, choose Publish to make your post live. It will look something like this:
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Figure 2: A typical blog screen showing post is live

Using voice boards as an audioblogging tool

You can use Horizon Wimba Voice Board as an audioblogging tool.

1. You’ll need to create a separate board for each of your learners. 

2. Set up each board so that it is a private board for the teacher and learner only. 

In WebCT®, this is done by selecting the Only instructors start private threads option.
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Figure 3: Screenshot of WebCT® showing Threading options 
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Figure 4: Screenshot of WebCT® showing Release to options
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In Blackboard®, select the Make discussion threads private option.

 Figure 4: Screenshot of Blackboard® showing how to select the Make discussion threads private option.

Other resources

There are a range of technologies and resources for creating audioblogs.

· Audioblog http://www.audioblog.com
Audioblog provides a phone and recording to PC option for around $8/month. It allows a 7-day free trial and a limit of 60 minutes for telephone postings (note: more effective audioblogging postings should be 5 minutes or less).

· Loudblog http://loudblog.de/ 

Loudblog is a free service and has the special added advantage of allowing comments to be submitted orally, but requires a level of IT knowledge to set up. See http://www.pod-efl.com for an example of this tool in action. Requires download, installation and configuration.

· Other audioblogging options

See http://mikecogh.blogspot.com/2005/05/audioblogging-summary-of-options.html for a summary of the various options for audioblogging. 
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