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YOLA – Just in time learning – For teachers: Presenter’s notes

The following material provides:

· a list of the resources required for this session

· an outline of the session topics.

Approximate times for the session are provided. These total approximately 90 minutes.

Resources

· Microsoft® PowerPoint® presentation slides – note that the slide numbers outlined in this material correlate to the numbers viewable on the left hand side from ‘Normal’ view in Microsoft® PowerPoint®.

· Computer access for participants who will also need access to the Internet, to the website <http://pre2005.flexiblelearning.net.au/projects/learningassistant.htm>.
Macromedia Flash player also needs to be loaded onto each computer.

· Data projector, projection screen and computer with Internet access to show features of YOLA as well as PowerPoint® presentation. 

· Workshop handouts – a summary of the presentation. 

Outline of session topics

A.
What is YOLA?

B.
How is the support accessed? – 1

C.
How is the support accessed? – 2

D.
Why YOLA?

E.
What does it do?

F.
A YOLA ‘See it’

G.
A YOLA ‘Do it’

H.
Have a play with YOLA

I.
Attaching YOLA to existing learning resources

J.
Using YOLA in the classroom
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A.
What is YOLA? (2 min)
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YOLA is a just in time learning assistant that can complement e-learning resources to deliver related support content depending on how the user interacts with the original resource. In its current form the support content offered is for numeracy skills, but the support content could be in any area (literacy, OHS, etc).

B.
How is the support accessed? (2 min)
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The support can be accessed at any time via the dropdown menu.

C.
How is the support accessed? (2 min)
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In addition, relevant support material is triggered by content on the screen being supported. Suppose the learner is viewing an e-learning resource about demolition. A reference to ‘scale’ is made on the screen. YOLA, at the side of the screen, offers assistance with the topic of ‘scale’. If the learner chooses to interact with this section of the screen, YOLA provides the assistance. If the learner chooses to ignore YOLA, the assistance is not provided.

D.
Why YOLA? (3 min)
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YOLA provides the option of support without interrupting the flow of what is presented. This support is delivered when and where it is needed. This support is reusable in other contexts, for example the numeracy support that has been applied to the Building and Construction Toolbox can be applied to any other content package that meets the IMS standards.

E.
What does it do? (4 min)
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When relevant support material is found, this triggers a quiz question to test if the learner has some understanding of the concept being supported. The learner can:

· ignore this question and go straight to the support material

· answer the question wrongly and be encouraged to access the support material

· answer the question correctly and still be invited to access the support material.

Note that there is also a standalone version of YOLA that can be used on its own (ie not as a just in time helper) to provide numeracy support. Trials of the standalone version with apprentices suggest there is little encouragement needed for students to engage completely with the existing numeracy support materials because of their highly interactive nature.

F.
A YOLA ‘See it’ (5 min)
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The existing YOLA numeracy support materials are all structured with a ‘See it’ and a ‘Do it’ component. The ‘See it’ encourages learners to ‘play’ with items on screen to explore mathematical concepts.

At this stage, you can upload YOLA (you will need Internet connection for this).


	To access the screen shown on the PowerPoint® slide above, click on the dropdown menu.
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	Choose ‘Length’ from the dropdown menu.
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	Click on the blue hyperlink ‘Try the sample quiz below or learn more about length here.’
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G.
A YOLA ‘Do it’ (7 min)
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The ‘Do it’ asks the learners to apply the concepts of the ‘See it’ to actual problems.

To access the screen shown on this PowerPoint® slide within YOLA, follow the instructions for the previous slide to download the length support materials, then click on the ‘Do it’ tab. Answer the question posed by entering various values for the diameter of the tennis ball and then clicking ‘Check answer’, eg try 5 mm and then 500 mm (the correct answer is 63, 64 or 65 mm). When the correct answer is input, the ‘Do it’ moves on to the length of a car, and there is one more level after this – the height of a house. These are quite good fun to work through, showing how YOLA responds to wrong answers. For example, try a car length of 50 mm and 20,000 mm; the correct answer is 4,500 – 5,500 mm. Try house heights of 500 mm and 50,000 mm; the correct answer is 4,500 – 5,000 mm.

H.
Have a play with YOLA (40 min including discussion)
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The best way to show you what YOLA does is to let you have a play with YOLA yourself. You can access the 11 topics by clicking on the drop down menu.

At this stage, allow participants free play with YOLA for 15 – 30 minutes – gauge the exact time based on their interest and involvement. Encourage discussion between participants. Facilitate this with questions to the group at the end of the free play time such as:

· How did you find using YOLA?

· How do you think your students might find it?

· What benefits do you think it could have?

· How could you see yourself using it in your classroom?

· What do you think about using something like this as a support for an existing online resource?

I.
Attaching YOLA to existing learning resources ( 10 min)
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Note also that while the support materials shown in this version of YOLA support numeracy, other support materials could be used in addition to or in place of these to provide support in any basic skills area where learners may need additional support eg OHS, first aid, literacy. 

The Installation Guide explains how YOLA can be attached to existing learning resources. This requires a certain amount of technical expertise, as the learning resources need to satisfy certain technical requirements; they need to satisfy IMS content packaging standards, and an IMS manifest needs to be attached that includes metadata with keywords that match the appropriate YOLA keywords (as shown below). The YOLA ‘engine’ uses these keywords to ‘know’ when to link to the YOLA support content. A list of these keywords is provided in the Installation Guide.

Mention one or two from the table shown here:

	Content area title
	YOLA keyword

	Scale
	scale

	Length
	Length

	Angles
	angle

	Ratios
	ratio

	Conversions
	conversion

	Multiply and divide by tens
	Multiples of ten


	Content area title
	YOLA keyword

	Fractions
	fraction

	Multiplication and Division
	multiply

	Percentages
	percentage

	Measuring
	measure

	Area
	area



The Installation Guide can be downloaded from:

· <http://pre2005.flexiblelearning.net.au/projects/learningassistant.htm>.

J.
Using YOLA in the classroom (15 min including question time)
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The numeracy support provided by YOLA is at a fairly basic level, but the activities are highly interactive and quite engaging, particularly for learners who have been ‘switched off’ by past experiences with numeracy. Each topic has a ‘See it’ and a ‘Do it’ section. ‘See it’ allows for free play to experiment with and explore a concept. ‘Do it’ provides interactive tasks that provide instant feedback to the learner. All are presented in a visually attractive way.

YOLA could be used

· in short ‘bursts’, where learners are encouraged to focus on one or two topic areas relevant to what they are currently working on

· as a ‘play and explore’ activity, where learners are allowed to work on any or all of the areas within YOLA.

In either case, follow-up activities could involve application of the concepts explored within YOLA.

Ask if there are any questions.
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