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YOLA – Your Online Learning Assistant: Teachers’ workshop handout

YOLA is a just in time learning assistant that can complement e-learning resources to deliver related support content depending on how the user interacts with the original resource. In its current form the support content offered is for numeracy skills, but the support content could be in any area (literacy, OHS, etc).

	The support can be accessed at any time via the dropdown menu. Alternatively, relevant support material is triggered by content on the screen being supported. If the learner chooses to interact with this section of the screen, YOLA provides the assistance. If the learner chooses to ignore YOLA, the assistance is not provided.
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	There is also a standalone version of the YOLA numeracy support available.
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Welcome

Yola s your online learming assistant. Use the menu above to select a topic.







YOLA applied to a learning resource is demonstrated as an attachment to the Building and Construction Toolbox. It can be applied to any content package that meets the IMS standards.

When relevant support material is found, this triggers a quiz question to test if the learner has some understanding of the concept being supported. The learner can:

· ignore this question and go straight to the support material

· answer the question wrongly and be encouraged to access the support material

· answer the question correctly and still be invited to access the support material.

The existing YOLA numeracy support materials are at a fairly basic level, but the activities are highly interactive and quite engaging, particularly for learners who have been ‘switched off’ by past experiences with numeracy. 

Each topic has a ‘See it’ and a ‘Do it’ section.

	‘See it’ allows for free play to experiment with and explore a mathematical concept.
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	‘Do it’ provides interactive tasks that provide instant feedback to the learner. All are presented in a visually attractive way.
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YOLA could be used:

· in short ‘bursts’, where learners are encouraged to focus on one or two topic areas relevant to what they are currently working on

· as a ‘play and explore’ activity, where learners are allowed to work on any or all of the areas within YOLA.

In either case, follow up activities could involve application of the concepts explored within YOLA.

YOLA can be downloaded from:

· <http://pre2005.flexiblelearning.net.au/projects/learningassistant.htm>.

The Installation Guide (which is also downloadable from this URL) explains how YOLA can be attached to existing learning resources.
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