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Simple mobile resource design with MS FrontPageTM for Pocket PCs

Stephen Brain and Marcus Ragus
Introduction 

This resource was originally produced for workshops during the 2004 New Practices in Flexible Learning Project M-learning Innovations. This version has been updated for MS FrontPage™ 2003 and is designed to be used in conjunction with the 2006 New Practices in Flexible Learning Embedding projects m-learning workshops. 

Note: There are two images that are included as part of this package, please see package contents.
What’s good about web (html) pages

· they can have text, pictures video and interactivity

· they can link to other pages so the reader can drill-down to find out more information, and

· they’re an open standard so they work on lots of different computers, eg Pocket PCs.

What’s good about MS FrontPageTM
· it’s part of Microsoft OfficeTM
· it looks a lot like Microsoft WordTM, and

· it doesn’t have lots of features to confuse you.

Creating an example resource

To learn about some of the features of FrontPageTM we’ll create an example exercise for use on Pocket PCs. We’ll:

· Create pages with text, images etc (the following images are used in the resource example)
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· Link them together, and

· Alter them to suit a Pocket PC.

Before touching FrontPageTM
Before touching FrontPageTM you should always plan your site. For example

· what information should the activity give?

· how should the students work through the activity? For example, from one page to the next or to any page via a menu.

Consider mapping out your site on a piece of paper or whiteboard.

Step 1. Creating a page and adding text

Let’s create a simple home page for our activity. Then we’ll add some text and a picture to it.

1. Use the start button to find and open FrontPageTM. By default new blank page is created. Notice that FrontPageTM looks very similar to Microsoft WordTM. Examine the buttons in the toolbar at the top of the window. Can you recognise some of them from Microsoft WordTM?

2. Let’s put a heading in our web page. Select Heading 1 from the style dropdown. Then type Control of Fictitious Vermin and press the enter key.

3. Now type in the following text
Fictitious vermin can cause havoc in any garden. This resource will assist in disposing of many imaginary pests.

4. Now let’s save our page by selecting File / Save As. It’s good practice to save all related pages, images etc to a single folder so you might want to create a new folder to store this in, call this folder ‘working folder’ or whatever you wish.

5. Call the page 00index.htm. If the contents of the folder are sorted alphabetically this page will show up at the top.

6. Now let’s put an image in the page. The first thing we will do is copy the image gnome.jpeg to the pests folder which you have just created.

7. Select Insert / Picture / From File and find gnome.jpeg in the pests folder. 

8. Under the picture of the gnome type ‘For Control of’ and press enter
9. Click the Bullets button on the toolbar and enter the following dot-points.

· Gnomes

· Fairies

· Wombles

10. Save your work.

Step 2. Tidying up the page

Let’s change all of our text to use the Arial font which reads better on a screen and resize our picture to fit a Pocket PC.

Parts

1. Select Format / Style to bring up the style dialog box.

2. Select HTML tags from the drop down list at the bottom of the dialog box.
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Click the Modify button.
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4. Click the Format button and select Font
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5. Select Arial as the font and click OK
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6. Close all the other dialog boxes by clicking OK on them.

7. Right-click on the picture and select Picture Properties
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8. Select the Appearance tab and change the width to 150 pixels. This will shrink our picture to fit the smaller screen of a Pocket PC.
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9. On the General tab click into the text box and type A Gnome. This is the alternative text if a visitor can’t see the picture. 
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10. Click OK and save your work.

11. Click the Preview in Browser button on the toolbar to see how your page will look on the web [image: image7.png]


.

Step 3. Creating a template

We’re going to create some more pages to hold information about the different pests but let’s first create a template. Getting the look and feel right and put into a template first will save us a lot of time later.  This template will be created so that:

· It has a heading at the top, content in the middle and a link back to the homepage at the bottom.

· It will have a table as wide as a Pocket PC screen.  If the table starts to stretch we’ll know that the content we’re putting in it is too wide.  For example, a large picture.

1. Click the New Page button on the toolbar [image: image8.png]


 to create a new page.

2. Save this new page in the your work folder as template.htm
3. Repeat parts 2 to 5 from the previous step 2 activity so that all the text we put into this page will be in Arial.
4. Use the Insert Table button on the toolbar to create a table with one column and three rows.
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5. Right click the table and select Table Properties
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6. Set the properties of the table as shown below
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7. In the top cell type ‘Page Heading’. Make it Heading 1 and centre it using the Centre button on the toolbar [image: image12.png]



8. In the bottom cell type << Back << and centre it using the Centre button on the toolbar [image: image13.png]



9. Highlight << Back << and click the hyperlink button on the toolbar [image: image14.png]
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10. Choose 00index.htm (the homepage) as the page to link to and click OK
[image: image15.jpg]Insert Fomat Took Table Frames Window Hel Type 3 question for el
1B E- 8V BRI 0]

\ - 30z~ [B]Z U
Oindex.m_Y Template.itm™

Title

Body

Insert Hyperlink 2|
Unkio: Testto deplayi [<<Bocio> screntin,

Lookin: [Dacwdeoree o] @1 @2

Existing File or

Web Page 8 ‘O0index. htm (pen) Bookmark,
curent

Template. i (apen)

) P 1) gnometran oo Target Frame.

Place in This }33] stevesGnome.jpg

Docurent: | rowsed Parameters.
Pages
i style.

Cresieton | Recent
Document | Fics
address: [T =]

E-mall Address o Concel

e Qoreven ||

pes- \ % (1O B 41 [

duviians =IELE

I Toseconds over 288

SWEFEAB | Wrovel. | @3 | B | @eara.] Bwes ... [[Bn





11. Right-click anywhere on the screen and select Page Properties.

12. On the margins tab set both top and left margins to 0. Then click OK.
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13. Save your template and then preview it using the Preview in Browser icon [image: image17.png]


. Test that your hyperlink works.

Step 4. Creating a page from our template

Now let’s use our template to create our content pages.

1. Make sure your template file is open then select File / Save As and save the template as gnomes.htm in your working folder.
2. Change the heading to Gnome Control.
3. In the middle cell of the table describe some of the problems with gnomes and how to create a gnome trap using a half-full bucket of water, a small bottle of Scotch and a stick. Things to remember are.
a. Keep sentences brief
b. Use dot-points and numbered lists where appropriate
c. Use the Spelling and Grammar button when you’re finished
d. If the table gets any wider (mostly a problem if you add images) than it is at the start, then your page will not fit on a PDA without sideways scrolling.
4. There is an image called gnometrap.gif that you can use in this page. If you don’t remember how to insert a picture refer to the first activity. 
5. Make sure you’ve saved the page.
Let’s link to our gnome page from the homepage.
1. Open or move to your 00index.htm page.

2. Highlight Gnomes from the dot-points and click the hyperlink button [image: image18.png]


. 

3. Choose Gnomes.htm and click OK
4. Save the page and preview it using the Preview in Browser button. Test that hyperlinks work on both pages.

Step 5. Two more pages

Now repeat this process for a page about Fairies and a page about Wombles. Fairies can be baited using lamingtons and 1080. Wombles line their burrows with paper-mache, which is easy to burn using petrol. Pictures of each of these can be found using an image search of Google. Then copied and pasted.

Things to remember are

· Images must be resized to suit a Pocket PC. Check the second exercise for how to do this. It’s also good practice to give each picture an alt tag.

· Again remember to keep paragraphs short and use dot-points where suitable.

· Maybe include any occupational health and safety points which the students should be aware of.
Step 6. Icing the cake

On each of our four pages

1. Right-click the page and select Page Properties
2. Give the page an appropriate title. This is the name that shows up in favourites, web-searches etc.
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3. Click OK.
4. Click on each image you have resized and click the Resample [image: image20.png]


 button. This alters the actual size of the image rather than just the size it appears on the screen.

Testing the final product

Now let’s copy the product to a Pocket PC and test it.

NOTES:

For more information contact:

Australian Flexible Learning Framework

Phone: (07) 3307 4700
Fax: (07) 3259 4371
Email: enquiries@flexiblelearning.net.au
Website: flexiblelearning.net.au

GPO Box 1326
Brisbane QLD 4001
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